Prabal Shrestha, Chapter Chair/President

Prabal Shrestha is pursuing his MSCE degree in Structural Engineering
with an emphasis on Nondestructive Testing and Evaluation at West Virginia
University. Prabal started out as the Chapter Vice-President of SEIGSC-
WVU beginning in the Fall of 2021 with a goal to advancing the structural
engineering chapter. Prabal is looking forward to connecting the different
levels of undergraduate as well as graduate programs and studies through
various networking and leadership activities. Prabal firmly believes that
opportunities offered by SEIGSC for all the students will improve their
leadership and management skills while enhancing professional networking.
As Chapter Chair, he aims to grow as leader, manager, and a team member
along with gaining professional development to serve in the Civil

Engineering community.

Email: ps00029@mix.wvu.edu

Lekhnath Bhandari, Vice-President

Lekhnath Bhandari is an MSCE degree student in Structural Engineering
at WVU. He joined SEIGSC-WVU in Fall 2021 as the Chapter Secretary. He
aims to get exposure to the structural engineering community by connecting
to the professionals and by sharing ideas with promising structural engineers
from different areas through the Chapter. Besides, Lekhnath wants to transfer
the knowledge, idea, and information in the structural engineering field to
motivate the students of the upcoming generation to pursue higher education
in the field of Structural Engineering. Lekhnath is working in the areas of
Fiber Reinforced Polymer (FRP) composite materials as a graduate student
in WVU-CEE.

Email: 1b00004@mix.wvu.edu
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Md Ala Uddin, Secretary

Md Ala Uddin is pursuing his Ph.D. degree in the Department of Civil and
Environmental Engineering at WVU, focusing on Construction Management
and Structural Health Monitoring. He completed his MSCE degree in
Structural Engineering from Bangladesh University of Engineering and
Technology (BUET). Mr. Uddin has 3 years professional experience in
design and retrofitting of building structures, cost estimation and construction
management. Currently, he is working on Structural Health Monitoring
(SHM) of Bridge Structures, and Cost Effectiveness Analysis (CEA) of DOT-
Rail Tank Cars. Mr. Uddin joined as Secretary of SEIGSC-WVU in the

beginning of Fall 2022 with a view to connecting with professionals of design and construction of

structures, and sharing his knowledge, idea, and experience to motivate students to pursue higher education

in Civil Engineering.

Email: mau00003@mix.wvu.edu

Joseph Ryan (J.R.) Virga, Treasurer
Joseph Ryan (J.R.) Virga is a 2nd year MSCE degree student at WVU-

CEE, with emphasis in Structural Engineering. Born and raised in New
York, JR attended West Virginia University for both his undergraduate and
graduate studies. For his graduate research, JR is currently working in the
area of Fiber Reinforced Polymer (FRP) composite pedestrian bridges. JR is
an advocate of consistent questioning to kickstart new and innovative
engineering ideas. As a continual learner and a passionate hard worker, JR |
plans on impacting the Civil Engineering world with his main priorities

being the health and welfare of the general public.

Email: jv0020@mix.wvu.edu
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